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Chapter Director

2581 W Vereda de Gente
Tucson AZ 85746
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Chapter “"A” Staft

Dean & Jeannine Jernigan

acd@jernigan.us

Title Name Email Phone
Director Garry and Kerry Woo gwo0225@comcast.net (520) 883-7155
Assistant Directors Ron & Debbie Penner 7rpenner9@comcast.net (520 883-4545

(520) 904-2713

Chapter Educator Dave Gormley ddfroggy@aol.com (520) 749-5653
Asst Educator Chuck Lee chassi@cox.net (520) 820-5308
Treasurer Dennis Ammons Debden@aol.com (520) 745-6755
Newsletter Editor Jon Hofer azanewsletter@cox.net (520) 664-2157
Advertising Coordinator Sandie Novitt dnovitt@yahoo.com (520) 296-7369
Webmaster Jon Hofer jhofer22@cox.net (520) 664-2157

Ride Coordinators
Asst Ride Coordinators

Steve & Laurie Williams

Open

towtheweight@cox.net

(520) 975-0384

Membership Coordinators

Dave & Sandie Novitt

dnovitt@yahoo.com

(520) 296-7369

Geb & Chrlsty Balley thegebster@co){.net (520) 886-3040
Sunshine Lady Dee Gormley Ddfroggy@aol.com (520) 749-5653
Phone Tree Sharon Hofer Sharon.hofer@cox.net (520) 664-2157
Historian Bob & Kay Dahms bdahms@mac.com (520) 762-1692
Chapter Store Gene & Jeannie McGaughey Gene_Jean_McGaughey@msn.com (520) 648-6363
Couple of the Year 08 Steve & Laurie Williams towtheweight@cox.net (520) 405-2072
Individual of the Year 2008 Bill Leach ablul@cox.net (520) 747-5276
50/50 Ticket Sales D.W. Gary dwgtaz2002@yahoo.com 790-2092
Motorist Awareness & Dave & Sandie Novitt dnovitt@yahoo.com (520) 296-7369
MAD sinovitt@yahoo.com
Public Relations Sandie Novitt sinovitt@yahoo.com (520) 296-7369
Ride 4 Kids Fundraiser Bill Leach ablul @cox.net (520) 747-5276
Coordinator C-(520) 240-0373

Arizona District Statt

District Director
Diane Lumpkin
Home 1-520-885-5709
Cell 1-520-403-0759
Fax 1-520-885-5710

E-Mail mrslumpy@msn.com

Assistant District Director District Educator

WW(BIll)Trask Nate & Judi VanKeuren

Home 1-623-934-7496 E-Mail azridered47@cox.net
E-Mail az-add@cox.net

District Treasurer
Kerry & Garry Woo
Home 1-520-883-7155

E-Mail gwo00225@comcast.net

District Motorist Awareness
Dave & Sandie Novitt

Home 1-520-296-7369
E-Mail dnovitt@yahoo.com

District Membership Coordinator
Jimmy Collins

Home 1-520-648-2524
E-Mail jimmyzpl2@aol.com

District Newsletter Editor
Laurie Williams

Home 1-520- 975-0384
E-Mail towtheweight@cox.net

District Webmaster

Don Rhodes

All contacts are to be made directly to the District
Director

District COY & 10Y Coordinators
OPEN

District Special Events Coordinator
Jeffrey & Denise Goldin

Home 1-623-551-9947
E-Mail arizonagoldin@cox.net

District Sunshine Person
Jane Sutherland

Home 1-623-935-4849
E-Mail az_sunshine@cox.net

District Store

Howard Foreman

Home 1-602-754-8366
E-Mail vegasjunkie@cox.net

District Trainer
Sami Hall

Home 1-520-616-9114
E-Mail gatrikers@aol.com

District Ride Coordinator
Frank Wilcox
623-581-5475

District Chapter of the Year Coordinator
OPEN

District Masters Coordinator

District COY 2007-2008
John & Sallie Baldwin

District IOY 2007-2008
Frank Wilcox
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Arizona District

GWRRA - Arizona Chapter
(13 AM
Pioneer Chapter

Region F - California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico & Hawaii

Chapter A Director
From the desk of Garry Woo.
I had a very busy month with all that was going on. Let’s start

with the Ride meeting, Staff meeting and our Monthly gather-
ing for starters. Then there was Chapter D’s Breakfast ride
and later we went to the Az. State Fair to help the Motor
Awareness Division. I hope Dave Novitt feels better. And
then the next day we went to Ride for Kids. We helped park
all three hundred bikes and where we as Chapter AZ-A Do-
nated More for research than we have in the past. We were in
the top three clubs with donations. Next we went to the District
Rally where we helped set up the convention center for the
rally. The next day I took the trailering course and had a won-
derful time. Chapter A did a great job selling 50/50 tickets. I
thank you all very much. You made me very proud to be a
Member of such a wonderful and great Chapter. In retrospect
I do have to say that what happens in Lake Havasu should stay
in Lake Havasu and I would appreciate that. All you people
out there just don’t believe everything you hear or don’t be-
lieve you’re lying eyes if it comes out in picture format. It is
just not true. It must be a vicious rumor and I plead the fifth.
It was a moment of weakness and I throw myself on the mercy
of the court. Please don’t judge me too harshly. Diane Lump-
kin, the infamous District Director, be aware, the worm will

turn.

Garry

Nou 2008

More About Being Seen
Ask any rider, and they will probably tell you their biggest
safety concern is being cut off, run over, or otherwise violated
by another driver in traffic. It’s a constant, serious threat. How-
ever, as a rider, you can take control of the situation by making
yourself as highly visible (conspicuous) as possible. Doing so
will reduce the number of surprises you face every day and
help you avoid getting blindsided by someone else’s last-
minute decision.

Most riders would agree that their goal is to enjoy their bikes
and make it home safely. Being high-viz will make that job
easier. About half of all motorcycle crashes involve a collision
with another vehicle. In many crashes, the driver never saw the
motorcyclist - or didn't see him or her until it was too late.
There are many reasons why other drivers do not see motorcy-
clists.

Most car drivers aren't familiar with motorcycles, so they don't think
to look for them in traffic.

Motorcycle riders typically wear dark colors and can easily blend into
the background and "disappear."

®  Motorcycles are smaller than other vehicles, so they are more
difficult to spot in traffic and can be hidden by other vehicles or road-
side features.

e Daytime headlight use does not give motorcycle riders much of
an advantage anymore, due to the widespread use of daytime running
lights on cars.

e The smaller size and single headlight on the motorcycle makes it
more difficult for other drivers to judge a rider's speed and distance.

®  As arider, the burden is unfortunately on you to do something
about being visible. We expect other drivers to watch out for motor-
cycles in traffic, but because motorcycle riders are so vulnerable, they
have the responsibility to make themselves as visible as possible. In a
multi-vehicle crash, it's the rider's life-and-limb at stake, so it's the
rider who must make the extra effort to stand out in traffic.
Fortunately, making yourself "high-viz" is relatively easy. There are
lots of ways to get noticed in traffic. Most riders understand the con-
cept of "conspicuity" even if they've never heard the word before.
Conspicuity (con-spik-CUE-i-tee) is a fancy term for "visibility." It is
the ability of an object to draw attention to itself, even if nobody's
actively searching for it. Rider conspicuity, therefore, is the ability of
a motorcyclist to draw attention to him- or herself, even though
other drivers may not be actively looking for them.

This article was taken from the Minnesota highviz.org site

Dave Gormley

AZA Chapter Educator
Gold Wing Road Riders Association

CHAPTER A's Dec. Birthd
ec. Birthdays
ANNUAL CHRISTMASTI:ARTY 13.BD. David Sacchatti
Saturday, December 6™ from 19.BD, Leota Ryan
5:00 to 10:00 pm 21,BD, Christy Bailey
Daisy Maes 23,BD, Michael Manciano

23,BD, Bill Leach

2735 W. Anklam, Tucson
19,BD, Gene Mc Gaughey

October 08 Meeting Stats:

Regular members attended 45
Number of bikes 12
Number of trikes 5

Dec. Anniversaries
3-Jon & Sharon Hofer
29-Pat & Patti Finn
30-David & Michelle Sacchatti
31-Jerry & Mary Anne John-
son
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Article by William (Bill) Leach.

As you know my time as chapter A's individual of the year is com-
ing to a close.

I wish to thank Chapter "A" for it's support and especially for honor-
ing me with the status of Individual of the Year for 2007-2008. this
has been a wonderful journey with my chapter and with those who
recognized me along the way. I have enjoyed the rides and rallys
and the people of GWRRA. We are truly an organization of people
that live up to our motto.

As the outgoing Individual of the year, I encourage the person that is
selected for the year of 2008-2009 to remain as involved with the
organization as you possibly can and take the challenge to the Dis-
trict rally next year and become the Individual of the year for the
District. It's fun, it is not a back breaker and you may bring home
some bragging rights for Chapter "A", after all, we are the
"PIONEER CHAPTER".

As the new Individual of the District, I will make it my personal
mission to visit other chapters and encourage their members to re-
main involved with the organization and to participate in rider edu-
cation, leadership training, becoming a member of their chapters
staff, and to become more inolved with recruiting new mem-

bers. Again I thank Chapter "A", for it's support and the honor of
being their Individual of the Year.

Respectfully Submitted

William (Bill) Leach

Article by Steve & Laurie Williams, Ride Coordinators

We were on our way at 7:00 am with eight bikes and one car to
Hanks Lodge at the base of the dam of Lake Pleasant. It was a brisk
morning but warmed up quickly and was a beautiful day. It was a
smooth ride stopping at McD’s for a quick coffee break and break-
fast for some. Arriving at Lake Pleasant there were a few family’s
living at the base of the dam. It was a strange feeling that if the dam
broke there would be no time to get out. The Lodge was set up per-
fectly with a kitchen and huge gathering room and a nice patio over-
looking the pond which the guys could help skip a few rocks across.
There was a lot of chili, corn bread and crackers with deserts galore!
They did an excellent job with the food. There were about 100 peo-
ple there from the different chapters. We played name that tune as a
group and still came up short on the answers. The white elephant
exchange was amusing too long due to the amount of people. Dean
won the 50/50 drawing $110.00! Yeah Dean! We left the lake
around 2:30 pm some headed back to Tucson and a few of us stayed
for the International Motorcycle Show at the Cardinals Stadium and
then to Garcia’s for dinner putting us back to Tucson about 11:00
pm. It was a full day of fun — come and joins us in the upcoming
weekend “POE” rides to the Chapters promoting our Chapter A
Chili Cook Off. It’s always a good time.

Laurie Williams

This years AZ. District Rally was one of the best we have
attended.

We had good weather, nice hotel, eating places within walk-
ing distance and great riding. Riding classes trailering class
and Drill team's on site. CPR was well attended.

A huge THANK YOU to Diane Lumpkin, and Lumpy, and
all of her staff. Well done. Now you can relax and enjoy.
We are proud of Chapter A's taking home the Best dressed
Chapter Award.

Geb Bailey's trophy for best of show and 2nd place for the
Trike class.

Dave Gormley's award (new-setting new standards) in Edu-
cation Leadership for AZ District, YEA!!! Also a certificate
for Chuck Lee.

Dave and Sandie Novitt brought home several awards for
their work with MAD and the Governor's office of Highway
Safety. Well deserved for all of their hard work.

We are all very proud of our Chapter A Couple of the Year,
Steve and Laurie Williams. You did a great job, take it from
us, it is fun , but challenging. And once a couple of the year,
you are always our chapter couple.--LOVE YA!!! Who's
Next????

Boy, did we sell 50-50 tickets, Good job A and K and anyone
else that helped.

Really can not leave out the 2--tu-tu's, pink is such a good
color. So much fun!!

And good sports, Lumpy and Garry.

Chapter A, we all did a great job and so many attending.
Thanks.

Hope I didn't miss anyone.

Hugs, Dee

Chapter A has a special Individual of the Year, Bill

Leach, and now he is Az. District Individual of the Year, and
we are so proud of him. Congratulations to him.

Bill is doing a great job of representing all of us, really en-
joyed his speech. Thanks, Bill.

Hugs, Dee and Dave

Chapter FHistory

Please send your photos of GWRRA events to Bob Dahms, (Historian)
bdahms@mac.com Jon Hofer (Newsletter Editor) jon.hofer@cox.net or Sami
Hall, Web Mistress) gatrikers@aol.com

Chapter
Store

Chapter Belt Buckle $40.00

Chapter Cap or Visor $10.00

"Good Riding "T" shirts L/S white or gray with Chapter Logo".

If there is something you would like to see in YOUR chapter stores,
please let Gene & Jeannie know and they will try to find it!
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Changing Sparkplugs on a GL1800

This job turned out to be pretty easy. I decided I wanted to try out a new
type of sparkplug that claims to have more horsepower gains so I chose
the NGK Iridium XL plug.

Tools you’ll need are allen wrenches for the valve cover bolts
and a deep socket for the plugs. I used a dental pick type probe for remov-
ing the hexagonal rubber plugs you see in the Allen boltholes to dress up
the holes. If you have auxiliary foot pegs you may have to remove them to
get the valve covers off? I also use some antiseize compound on the
threads of the sparkplugs when I screw them into the cylinder holes.

The first step is to remove the rubber plugs from the allen bolt-
holes. Don’t lose them as they keep dirt and water from getting in there
and causing rust.

Then use a hex wrench to remove the two center bolts on the
chrome cover strip that says Honda. Careful as this piece is plastic! It’s
amazing how costly this piece is in gold plate with 1800 emblazoned on
it.

Now remove the lower three bolts that hold the cover over the
spark plugs. Now you should see the three sparkplug boots on whatever
side you’ve removed. Carefully remove the sparkplug boots after twisting
them to free them up from sticking to the plugs. My boots pulled off eas-
ier than I expected them to. Let the plug boots carefully hang by their re-
spective cylinders and find your socket and ratchet if that is what you’re
using. Turn the sparkplugs counter clockwise to remove them. If you have
a digital watch, I can’t help you. Now you should look at the old plugs
and inspect how they’re burning. They should have a light tan color to the
business end and not show any wetness or excessive black carbon. The
plugs should have a uniform look to them from cylinder to cylinder.

When you remove the cover on the left side of the engine you’ve
also found the clear crankcase breather tube that is plugged hanging down
by the front plug. If there is condensation in the tube you’re supposed to
remove the plug, drain the tube and replace the plug.

You should check the gaps on your new plugs and they should be
from .039 to .043 thousandths of an inch. Now’s a good time to apply a
light coat of anti seize compound to the threads of the plugs. Install the
plugs by hand first to avoid cross threading. Then tighten the plugs to 13
ft 1bs torque per the Honda shop manual. Install the sparkplug boots by
carefully pushing on the plug boots till you feel a slight click. These plugs
do not have the threaded top post!

Install the plugs the same way on the other side of the engine and
install the sparkplug boots.

Now’s a good time to thoroughly clean the lower covers before
reinstalling them onto the bike. The covers go on in the reverse order of
disassembly. Install the chrome strip next.

Re-insert the rubber plugs into the bolts. Push them in flush with
the flat surface.

Re-install the auxiliary footrests if you removed them and you’re done.

This job only takes about an hour or less not including cleaning
parts time.

Good luck!
Professor Ron Penner,

What you always wanted to Know about: Casa Grande
But were afraid to ask.

Casa Grande was founded in 1879 during the Arizona min-
ing boom and became Incorporated in 1915. It was named
after the Hohokam ruins at the nearby Casa Grande Ruins
National Monument.

A major railroad terminated in Casa Grande, which was
originally named "Terminus".

One of the founding fathers of Casa Grande was Thompson
Rodney Peart. Peart Road, Peart Park, and the Peart Center,
all of which are notable fixtures of Casa Grande, are named
after him.

Little Rock, Arkansas was supposedly the only city in the
United States of America that was an adjective but this is
proven false as Casa Grande means "big house" in Spanish.
Casa Grande also holds importance for being the birthplace
of Joe Jonas, the lead singer in the hit pop band the Jonas
Brothers on August 15, 1989.

Casa Grande is home to Francisco Grande Hotel & Golf
Resort, former spring training location for the San Francisco
Giants. Then owner, Horace Stoneham, began developing
the property in 1959. The first exhibition game was played
in Casa Grande in 1961, with Willie Hays hitting a 375-foot
(114 m) home run. The San Francisco Giants no longer play
at Francisco Grande, but the pool remains in a baseball bat
and ball shape in memory of the past ballgames

Watch your thoughts; they become words.

Watch your words; they become actions.

Watch your actions; they become habits.

Watch your habits; they become character.

Watch your character; for it becomes your destiny!!!

What Chapter Member once lived in this town while
growing up.

Hope is a city in Steele County, North Dakota in the United
States. The population was 303 at the 2000 census. Hope was
founded in 188]1.

According to the United States Census Bureau, the city has a
total area of 0.6 square miles (1.6 km?), all of it land.

As of the census!" of 2000, there were 303 people, 131 house-
holds, and 75 families residing in the city. The population den-
sity was 491.0 people per square mile (188.7/km?). There were
155 housing units at an average density of 251.1/sq mi (96.5/
km?). The racial makeup of the city was 98.68% White, 0.33%
African American, 0.33% Asian, 0.66% from other races. His-
panic or Latino of any race were 0.66% of the population.

There were 131 households out of which 26.7% had children
under the age of 18 living with them, 49.6% were married cou-
ples living together, 6.9% had a female householder with no
husband present, and 42.0% were non-families. 37.4% of all
households were made up of individuals and 18.3% had someone
living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average
household size was 2.31 and the average family size was 3.14.

In the city the population was spread out with 29.7% under the
age of 18, 4.3% from 18 to 24, 26.1% from 25 to 44, 16.2% from
45 to 64, and 23.8% who were 65 years of age or older. The
median age was 41 years. For every 100 females there were 94.2
males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.2
males.

J9JO uop
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History of the Honda Gold Wing:

The Honda Gold Wing motorcycle had its debut in 1975, and became one of the most popular motorcycles in history. Initially
intended as a road bike, it started the new trend in "touring bikes". Gold Wing is the first motorcycle with the airbag system
available.

The first appearance of the Gold Wing was at the Cologne Motorcycle Show in October 1974. It was a flat-4 999cc motorcycle.
It got immediate attention because of some cutting edge technology for the time. This includes:

A water cooled engine, only the second Japanese motorcycle to have it (1972 Suzuki GT750 was a water cooled three cylinder
two stroke).

e Virtually the first motorcycle ever to have a fuel pump. What appeared to be a fuel tank was actually the electronics bay
and radiator overflow. The real fuel tank was placed under the seat.

Shaft Drive. German BMWs were noted for using this on touring motorcycles, but it was a first on a large capacity exported
Japanese motorcycle (Marusho, a Japanese manufacturer of the 1950's and 1960's used shaft drive on all their models).

® Very quiet, partly by use of a one piece silencer box under the swing arm.

Transmission underneath the engine (instead of behind it). This is a popular car layout (e.g. Mini Minor), but first use on a mo-
torcycle.

GL-1000

The first production model GL.1000 came out in 1975, and was in production until 1979. The bike was listed as a touring bike,
but it came as a bare bike. A large market developed offering fairings and luggage, the most popular being the Windjammer
series by Vetter. With only minor differences for different markets this bike remained virtually unchanged for 1975-1977 pro-
duction run. In 1978 there were many changes made: faux tank shape, instruments on the top of the faux tank, seat, camshafts,
carburetors, exhaust system, Comstar wheels, deletion of kickstart, etc.

During the final run of the GL1000 (1979), Honda finally released their own saddlebags and trunk (although they did not pro-
duce a fairing).

GL-1100

First released in 1979, the GL1100 was made until 1983. For the most part, this was the same bike as the GL1000, but with
some improvements. The engine was the same, but it was bored to a larger 1085cc cylinder, and electronic ignition replaced the
older point system. The suspension was changed to an air adjustible system (a first for a production motorcycle). Many parts
were interchangeable between the 1000 and 1100 models.

The base bike was now called the "GL1100 Standard." In 1980 Honda also introduced the "Interstate" version of the Goldwing.
This was the first production bike to come standard with touring accessories like a trunk, saddlebags, and a fairing.

In 1981, production of the Gold Wing was moved from Japan to Ohio, USA. This move brought manufacture of the motorcycle
to its largest market and allowed Honda to market the machine as being made in America.

In 1982, the "Aspencade” was introduced. This was an Interstate model, with more options. AM/FM Radio and two-tone paint
was standard on the Aspencade (these were options on the Interstate) while floorboards, chrome and CB Radio were options on
both models.

In 1983, Honda made a few substantial changes for the final year of the GL1100. This includes an LCD dashboard, anti-dive
forks and a change to the transmission to improve fuel economy. The size of the trunk was also increased, and the seat and foot-
pegs for the passenger were moved to provide more comfort.

Continued Next Month.........................
If you aim at nothing, you'll hit it every time. There are Three kinds of people:
If you always do what you always did, you'll always get what you always got. The ones who learn by reading.
. . . . The ones who learn by observation.
If you can smile when things go wrong, you have someone in mind to blame. And the rest of them who have to touch the fire

If you don't have time to do it right, you must have time to do it over. themselves to learn if it's really hot




RIDE WITH THE BEST!
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Southem Arizona’s only Tier 5 Powerhouse Dealershi
MORE selection. MORE information. MORE parts and accessories...and BETTER prices!

MORE than 28,000 square feet of showroom plus a unique demonstration track,
state-of-the-art service facilities and dedicated professionals — all committed to delivering
the finest Honda products and the best support services.

Come see us today.

There’s no place like it!

4710 South Palo Verde
AT INTERSTATE 10
748-7202

FIONIMA. Tol iree 1-800-892-2089
PERFORMANCE FIRST" Open Mon-Fri 8-8, Sa1 8-7, Sun 104

Honala Service — Mo appointment necessany Tor ofl change, Tees, balleries. Complete service and repsir on all Honda products. Shulile senvice availabie




INTRODUCING
THE NEW

GOLD

STANDARD.

Gold Wing®

There’s a whole new level of luxury touring—and that's the 2006 Honda Gold Wing. It's now available with a selection of new
Feature Packages, including Honda Satellite-Linked navigation System, Premium Audio, the comfort of electrically heated grips
and seat, plus toe vents and ABS! It's a wealth of features you've got to see for yourself—and you can at your Honda Dealer.

*Not all features available independently. See your dealer or log on to www.honda.com for details.

=
HONDA

PERFORMANCE FIRST"

honda.com ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING. NEVER RIDE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, AND NEVER USE THE STREET AS A RACETRACK.
OBEY THE LAW AND READ YOUR OWNER'S MANUAL THORQUGHLY. For rider training information or 1o locate a rider training course near you, call the Motorcycle Safety Institute at 1-800-446-9227. Gold Wing,” Honda

Satellite-Linked navigation System™ and Performance First™ are trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Lid, {2/05)
/
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TOLL FREE

1-88

24 HOURS

(529-8443)

www.Lawligers.com

Arizona’s Injury Lawyers Who Ride’

We understand Bikes, Bikers, and Arizona Law

Biker Benefits*: Members of:

Toll-Free 24 Hour Accident Hotline 1-888-529-8443 Motorcycle Riders Foundation

FREE Legal Advice for All Motorcycle Related Matters AB.ATE. of Arizona

FREE Representation for Motorcycle Damage Claims American Motorcycle Association

No Recovery - No Fee for Personal Injury Claims American Association of Motoreycle Injury Lawyers
(costs additional) Certified Specialists-Injury and Wrongful Death
$10,000.00 Hit-and-Run Reward and Bike Theft Reward Arizona Tnal Lawyers Association

FREE On-Line Registration of Emergency Medical Information

24 Hour Toll-Free Hotline 1-888-529-8443
Offices Located

Tucson / Sierra Vista / Phoenix / Flagstaff / Other Cities Throughout Arizona

Levenbaum & Cohen
Administrative Offices - 362 North 3rd Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85003

*Visit LawTigers.com to receive your free Biker Benefit Card.
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	Road Rage
By Gordon Robinson

On a recent ride through the Black Range I encountered "road rage." We had just come over Emory Pass, and it was a nice day for ride. It was deer season, and we had come across several hunters on the way. I was leading when a pick-up truck pulled onto the road in front of me. I saw the truck as it started to pull out into traffic so I slowed to let it in. I got suspicious right away because the driver took his time and acted like we weren’t even there. I kept a close eye on them. There was a little girl and an older man in the back. The man kept waving and doing things I didn’t like, so when I got the chance I decided to pass them and put some space between the pick-up and myself. When I looked into my rearview mirrors to see if it was okay to get back into the right lane, I noticed that they must of sped up. Right way I knew this was going to be trouble. After I got into the right lane, the pick-up pulled out to pass me. When they got even with me, I gently applied the brakes. This let them move in front of me faster then they expected to and put more space between them and me. After that, I saw a beer can come out of the driver’s side. I decided the best thing to do is slow down even more. Finally, they went on down the road and nothing more came of it. Things could have gotten out of hand if I hadn’t kept cool and just let them go. We have all had our experiences with it in one way or another. It might have been someone reacting to your headlight modulator. I have had them get upset with me over that.

	According to the American Automobile Association, road rage has been increasing by 7% per year since 1990. An Australian study estimates that about half of all traffic accidents in Australia may be due to road rage. A study by Lex Research in the U.K. indicates that of Britain's some 2.8 million company car drivers, about 83% have been victims of some form of road rage during their working life. About 21% reported having been run off the road and 18% have been physically threatened by another driver!

	Some attribute the rise in rage incidents to the recession and social and economic frustration. Gary Fite, Public Relations Manager for the Royal Automobile Club of Queensland, reckons that in many cases the cause of the anger that touches off rage incidents is bad driving. With an estimated 1,800 reported incidents of violent road behavior in the U.S. in 1996, it's a situation to be taken seriously. The incidents that trigger a Mad Max syndrome in the average driver are usually simple matters of discourtesy—for example, loud music, over-use of the horn, tailgating and changing lanes without signaling. These, of course, are usually just the trigger points. The actual causes can be traced back to all forms of stress, from being called into the boss's office for a friendly 'chat', to having just been dumped by your girlfriend. Pretty much, road warriors are the result of a flashpoint of all the accumulated stresses in one's life. 

	 A 1995 study performed by the Road Safety Unit of the Automobile Association of Great Britain found that 90 % of the drivers surveyed had experienced "road rage" incidents during the preceding 12 months. In this study, 60 % of drivers admitted to losing their tempers behind the wheel during the previous year, and 1% claimed another motorist had physically assaulted them. 

	 In early 1996, the AAA Potomac club commissioned a study from The Gallup Organization to investigate driver concerns. The study found that Washington area motorists felt more threatened by aggressive drivers than by drunk drivers; 40 % of the respondents said that aggressive drivers "most endanger highway safety," while 33 % identified drunk drivers as the primary risk. As for avoiding the Mad Max syndrome, here are a few tips from Dr Ricardo Martinez, Administrator of the U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, to help you through your journey: 

	Don’t take traffic problems personally

	Avoid eye contact with an aggressive driver

	Don’t make obscene gestures ("that makes you a player and suddenly it begins to escalate")

	Don’t tailgate

	Use your horn sparingly (the polite honk can be misinterpreted)
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